
It is easy for well-meaning people 
to add to the work of Christ. In the 
early years of the Church, people 

added requirements given by Moses 
(Acts 15:1). Today, others with similarly 
good intentions want Christians “to do 
the right thing” on a variety of issues 
like cultural engagement, economics, 
politics, healthcare, the environment—
the list seems to grow daily. It seems 
the validity of your relationship with 
God requires you speak a particular 
message or act a certain way.

 In the early 1500s, a monk named 
Martin Luther saw the leaders of the 
Church trying to add to what Christ 
had done. Luther led a protest to 
bring change. Historians now refer 
to his efforts as the beginning of the 
“Protestant Reformation.”

 The Reformation had five rallying 
cries, the “solas” of the Reformation: 
Sola Scriptura (only Scripture), Sola Gratia 
(only grace), Sola Fide (only faith), Solus 

Christus (only Christ) and Soli Deo 
Gloria (to God alone be the glory). 
Solus Christus was an echo of Paul’s 
words to the Philippians. He put aside 
confidence in the deeds of the flesh as 
he placed his trust in Christ:

not having a righteousness of my 
own that comes from the law, 
but that which comes through 
faith in Christ, the righteousness 
from God that depends on faith 
(Philippians 3:9 esv).

Luther taught the righteousness 
that secures God’s blessing is an “alien 
righteousness.” It belongs to Christ but 
is credited to those who trust in Jesus. 
Nothing can be added to increase 
God’s favor, nor can anything remove 
the blessing secured by Christ. God 
pours out blessing because of the work 
of Christ alone. That is the good news 
of the gospel. That is the cry of the 
Reformation.

Reformation Day Celebration

“SoluS ChriStuS”
“... there is one mediator between God  

and men, the man Christ Jesus”

God’s blessing is secured by Christ alone.

(1 Timothy 2:5 esv)
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We have peace with God because Christ took our punishment and 
granted us the blessings of His righteousness. Yet, there’s more: Christ, 
the righteous One, now lives in those who trust in Him. The life we live 
in the flesh we live by faith in the Son of God, who loves us and gave 
Himself for us (Galatians 2:20). Every day we live by “Christ alone.”

 Stuart Townend and Keith Getty captured the enduring hope of 
“solus Christus”:

In Christ alone my hope is found,       
He is my light, my strength, my song;            
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground, 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.           
What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!           

My Comforter, my All in All, 
Here in the love of Christ I stand.

 
No guilt in life, no fear in death,

This is the power of Christ in me;
From life’s first cry to final breath,

Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man,
Can ever pluck me from His hand:
Till He returns or calls me home,

Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand.

What’s the result?


